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serve as the official rabbinical advisor of
the Kollel.
“On the last day of shiva, the Kollel members asked me to say a hesped in the
Kollel. It was the first time I was maspid
anyone, and speaking about my rebbi
was very emotional for me, especially in
front of the large crowd that attended.
But then I pictured Rav Twersky smiling
and saying, ‘Don’t worry, I’m sure you’ll
do a good job.’ That gave me strength,
and that is what I spoke about. I spoke
about how I always felt that he was there
for me, and how I kept growing every
day from the kochos that he invested in
me. He put me on my derech by laying
the foundations upon which my other
rebbeim, yibadlu l’chaim, continued to
build. I mentioned how other talmidim I
speak to feel the same way. Rav Twersky
planted seeds within us that continue to
grow and bear fruit.
“The Rebbeh was the one who encouraged me to open the night Kollel,” Rabbi
Niehaus reflects, fondly referring to Rav
Twersky by the beloved title his talmidim would use. “He told us exactly what
we should be learning. We spoke to him
whenever questions arose, and when
we made our first siyum, he came out
to Kiryat Sefer and gave a drasha. Until
this day, we remember how he kept saying that he is jealous of us, and what a
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big chizuk it was for him to come! Small
simple words, but their impact will last
forever, because they were said with true
feeling — we knew he meant it.”

After Rabbi Niehaus’ hesped, many people urged him to write it up for publication. Rabbi Rafi Fuchs printed the hesped
in his Kuntris magazine, and Rabbi Daniel
Travis included it in his book Living On.
Another talmid, Rabbi Josh Gabay, is publishing a collection of stories about Rav
Twersky written by Toras Moshe talmidim. Rabbi Gabay explained why he decided to undertake this project: “My rebbi in high school, Rabbi Mark Kampf of
London, would always tell us that when
would go to Eretz Yisroel, we would meet
real talmidei chachomim who truly personify Torah. Rav Mosheh Twersky was a

fulfillment of this statement. I feel that
the stories in this book will portray the
subtle beauty and integrity of his ways,
the wholesomeness and consistency of
his day-to-day life. When we focus on the
decisions he made and the way he dealt
with people, we gain an appreciation of
how Torah permeated everything about
his life.
“I hope this book will be a source of
chizuk for myself and others,” concluded
Rabbi Gabay. “After I read the stories
about Rav Twersky, I push myself to learn
just a bit more at the end of a long and
tiring day. I will do something extra at
home to show appreciation for my wife;
I’ll give a passerby in the street a cheery
smile, assist someone in the beis medrash, and be a bit more sincere about
life in general. I often overcome laziness
by thinking about my rebbi’s sterling examples. After all, many of the inspiring
anecdotes in this book are ones that I
witnessed myself!”
At the end of his article, Rabbi Niehaus
writes that he wanted to end off by saying, “The Rebbeh is not here anymore —
who can replace him?” However, he continued, he just could hear Rav Twersky
exclaiming, “What do you mean? Each
and every one of you can be just like me,
if not greater!”
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Lakewood

Asifa and hespedim at Khal Rivevos Efraim

kiryat sefer

Siyum Mishnayos at the home of Eli Scharf

yeshivas toras moshe

Rabbi Matis Feld delivering a hesped
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Rabbi Chezky Lang delivering a hesped

Harav Yitzchok Yerucham Borodiansky,
Mashgiach in Kol Torah, delivering a
hesped

Melava
Malka
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Asifa and hespedim at Khal Rivevos Efraim
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Rabbi Avidon Soroka

Rabbi Yehoshua Berman
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