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“D'N 9IND INW! 1121900 NI, That is how this week's N10VDN begins.

N 12 are counted. But there is a problem: you're not allowed to
count Jews. When the NINA in KNI' talks about not counting Jews, it
quotes this haftorah: X921 TR' X2 WX D' 91N 9NW! 112 1D0N NN
190! Klal Yisroel cannot be measured and cannot be counted.

What does it mean “you can't count Jews" — physically? The number of
human beings on the planet Earth is a finite number, so you can always
count them physically. So what does 190! N9 mean? It means you're
not allowed to count a Jew. Why aren't you allowed to count a Jew?
Because every one of us was created with a unique NNW.

If I have ten apples, | don't start to look at the difference between each
apple, I say | just have ten apples. | am representing all these individual
apples by using a number. When | do that, | ignore the individuality
of each apple. And if | have apples, pears and oranges, what do |
say? | have ten fruits. | only look at the niwN T, | don't look at the
individuality of each object | am counting.

But we cannot do this for Jews. Every Jew is a unique NNW). Every one
of us was created as a unique NNW1. And every one of us has a unique
70T in avodas Hashem. Counting is something that reduces everyone
to a number. We're not a number.

The PIDD says in the beginning of parshas Shemos: 12 NINW N9NI
DMIXNN D'RNIM 9N And "V there says: DN''N2 |NINW 'D p)Y} N
DN2'N V'TIND DNN'N2 [NINI TN, He quotes a posuk: 190N R'NINN
NIP' DY 09109 DNAY. It is saying Hashem has a unique capacity to see
the individuality and see the totality simultaneously.

Sometimes people see the totality, but they don't see the individuality.
Some see the individuality, and don't see the totality. We're a unique
people. Therefore, there is a unique issur on Klal Yisroel to see the
totality without the individuality of their unique tzelem Elokim.

So, INW' 112 counted in a unique way that reflects their individuality
and they traveled in a certain way.

They had the D'927. There is a very strange W1TN about the flags of the
D'VIV. | think about it often.

The D'9AT identified the uniqueness of each L2W. The WATN says the
day that Klal Yisroel got the D'J3T was a day like NINN NY2p. And
that's one of the reasons we read 12702 NWND before NIVI2W. What
does that mean? What's the big deal about a a7?

What's a 927? It's a flag with some symbol on it. It represented the fact
that each D2V has its own unique T in XIN N2 WITPN NTI2Y.

When 122X 2pV' was on the way to [N to get married, the PIDD says
he put stones around his head and in the morning there was one stone.
There are a few different opinions in the wATN: how many stones? One
says twelve. Yaakov knew there was a N110N among the NI2N that if he
were to have twelve sons, they would be the twelve D'02W. The one
who was going to found I8! 992 is going to have twelve sons. Each
one was going to be unique.

112N 2PY' said: 122N DNN2N wasn't the founder of S8 W' 9. He had
eight children, one of them was pn¥'. And 11'2R pPN¥' had two children.
If in the morning | wake up and these twelve stones become one, then
I know I'll have the NIDT to found 98 W' 992, What's 12128 2pV! saying?

The NI2N were incredible human beings. All the w91 NiNID that we
have in Klal Yisroel today are because we're drawing on the NIaX. That's
why they're NI2R. My W91N NID, your W91 NINID, everyone's — because
I'm drawing from my great, great, great-grandfather all the way back to
2PV PN DNN2N. That's why NI2R INIPI DYDY,

122N 2PV says: If | can embody all the twelve different NTI2Y DT that
each LaW will be, then | can found Y8 W' 992, because each one will
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take a different part of me.

98! 99D had a specific formation around the TVIn SNIN. There was
the TVIN DNIN in the middle, 19 V2W around the |DWN, and around LW
119 were the twelve D'02W. Each LW was equidistant from the center.
What does that mean? The NN at the end of Taanis says: X129 TNVY
NIN N2 WITPN is going to sit in the center and all the D'P'TY will make
a circle around Him and say "9 1'lI"p DWN DT,

Why a circle? Because every p'¥ has his own NTI2¥ T. And T'NyY
NI2J we're going to see that we're all equidistant from the center. Each
P'TY, with his own unique NTI2Y 1T is just as important to Hashem as
every other. So |]2IX1 is |2IXY — he has to be |2IX! His unique NTI2Y T
is important! And [IVDW has to be |IVNW, with his unique NTI2Y 7.
And NTIN'is NTINY, so too with 1DWW! (1912, etc.

But — and here's an important "but” —
middle.

That means |2IX1 is the same distance from the TVIN 9NN as is |IVNW
and as TWNI,72,'9N91 [T DWW 19121, Only 19 is in the middle. Why?
Because "7 is unique.

"9 is not equidistant. He is in the
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119 is totally dedicated to NIN N2 WITPN NTI2Y. There's no other
agenda in 19 L2W. Total dedication to Hashem.

Now the D"2P1 says '9 L2W are restricted in many ways from
functioning like all the other D'V2W. They're not allowed to do this,
they're not allowed to do that, they don't go out to war — D'2IT XI
DDIA NID2.

Why? Why don't they go out to war? Because they're the Dwn 9'n.
They are in the army of NI N2 WITPN.

But there is an interesting dynamic with "9 L2w. The D"2N says
famously — 7292 9 V2w NOI. This is not true with other D'V2W. A
member of [2IX1 V2V can't move over to [IVNW V2W. A member of
[IVNW can't move over to NTIN'. Not everyone can come in to be part
of another L2W.

But "7 L2V is unique.

And here's a very big confusion people have. Everyone is given the
opportunity — Not just Jews! The D"2NN says something incredible
because he is quoting from the 1NN 127 XIN. It doesn't say TNN 92
NN TNNL. It specifically says D91V 'N2 920 TANITAR 9. Any human
being who decides my life is dedicated to NN '© Hy RIN )1N2 WITPN,
he has that same status as "9 L2W.

But the D"2NN has two requirements for that: IVTN 12'2N1 ININ N2T). You
have to understand, and you have to be inspired. You must understand
what it means to fulfill the purpose for which RIn 711N2 WITPN put us
on this planet and what we're doing in the hundred twenty years He
gives us here.

The N'90N of everything: 79 NITINY ,NNN2 YITaN NWY 11290 NI
N2NN2 TN

What is the purpose of our learning, of our davening, of our Nlx¥N? We
begin the N212 of N21 N2NN describing learning NN, doing ,NIIXN
qNYW AR N2NND — Why? NNR2 917a0 1w NN2PI

First one understands what it means that there's a D21V 9w 12121 in this
world. And Hashem chose one group of people and gave them the
opportunity to get close to Him, and they represent Him in this world.
If you stop and think deeply what that means, it's overwhelming. And
anyone in the world has that opportunity! It's an unbelievable idea.

So everyone can move from the periphery of the circle into the middle
of the circle.



| say this every year before NivI2w: What's the difference between "9
and YW

It is very simple. We say in N212N NXTI that 19 had one [12wWN in this
world: Come what may, I'm dedicated to XIn N2 WITPN. It's dangerous,
it's unpopular, but | don't care. There are no distractions, there was
nothing else in his life.

DWW also learned — N9'91 DNI'. He is “I'2 Y2N D2 DN DwY!
D'MOWNN", he's a hardworking person. “210 '> NNIN RY'1". And WITPN
NIN 7N2 gave him a very fertile part of Y8 W' YAIX. The posuk calls
it 21209 INJW O' .NNYI D YOINNI, says "W, He accepted NN D1y
instead of farming. I'm neglecting my fertile land and I'm going to learn
MIN. So why is he not 19 LIW?

Because he made a deal with |19121. Why does that deal between Ndww!
[191211 make a difference?

DWW says to |19121 - you take care of my ND11D, and I'm going to learn
twenty-four hours a day. 1DWW' has security — he has a guaranteed
financial backing.

119 doesn't have that guaranteed security, He depends on the generosity
of all the NI2T1 of YNW' 992, He doesn't have that guaranteed ND1D
from his NPDINN and his "Wy, and all the different NIINN. Yes, 992
N has to support him, but it's not a guaranteed N011D. This is why
Levi is further inside the circle. Because he has one |I2wn in his mind —
NIN N2 WITPN.

And everyone can do that if they choose.

There's a popular phrase people say today: "not everyone's cut out
for learning.” | don't know where this came from. The D"2N at the
end of NINN TID' NIDYN ,T P, says this is not true. Anyone — a
brilliant person, a not so brilliant person, a broad-minded person, a
narrow-minded person, all types of people — are capable of mastering
the entire Torah on their level. Each one of us has our PN in the Torah.
"IN DVYT'W TWON", everyone.

NNIN is an incredible book. I'm going to have grandchildren for Nnaw.
So | learn about the NWND and | talk to my grandchildren about the
NWND. There's one book that from the smallest to the biggest we all
can learn from, on many different levels — but it's the same book! It's an
incredible book called the N1IN. So | see certain things in the NWID, my
five-year-old grandson is going to see a different thing in the Nnw1D.

"J0N DYT'W TWON", everyone can know it. And that's essential. Why?
Because it is the key to getting one’s X2n DY1Y. The D"2N1 says it in
MINN IO NIDON LT P, and N2IWN NIDYNL,L PIo:

7D DTN DYIVA 2AWND NIN N2 WITPN YIDWAY NIITaN N210N DY
N2 D21Vn "N 91N

What is the 11T to N20 D21V? It's through NN TIN'S. So Hashem had
to make Torah available to everyone if he so chooses, in order to give
him 82N D91y.

The D"2MN says a very interesting thing in N2IWN NIDYN ,0 PD. The
Rambam observes that the N1IN doesn't talk about W1IVI 1DV in terms
of N2N DYIY. It only talks of reward in terms of NTN DYIV. For example,
\UID']DI NI' INY2 DOXIR 0D 'MNIL

The D"2N explains that if a person has only NI¥N NIDT without NIDT
NN, his 1DV is limited to what he gets in this world. But 1DW of the
next world is only through NN together with NNINN TIN™Y.

This is also a NINA in Sotah. The PIOD says: WX NIINI NIXN 11 'D. The
NINA asks, |27 NN2 D'W1? How is my wife going to get N2N DI1Y?
She has the NIdT of NN when she is providing everything, enabling
her sons and her husband to be able to learn N1IN. That's how women
have the NIDT of NN TIN' to get X2 DYIV. It's a very, very simple
equation.

Every day we all say a very interesting JN1IN2 11PN NI - N9'ON. Give
us our PIN in NIN. My PN in NN is not your PN in NN, Each Jew
is an individual T'N' that has his unique PN in NIN.

But some people say, | want a more comfortable life. I'm not interested
in the maximum N2N D91V at the expense of fully enjoying my D21y
ntn.

We are coming tonIVIaW , and we need to understand what N92p
NIINN means.

nlimn ﬂ')]p isann'a.

What do we tell a 13 before he becomes Jewish? If a non-Jew wants to
become Jewish, we try to discourage him and talk him out of it. We tell
him: while you are a '3, no one hates you! If you become a Jew, they're
all going to hate you. You'll be joining 3,500 years of being hated since
1228 DNN2N. You want to put up with that?

You have to put up with a lot to be a Jew. But guess what? Everything
in life is weighing a plus against a minus. A male comes to be a 13
you say to him, “listen, 9N 992 wanted to go through the NN
at '2'0 N. And it wasn't easy — ''"N 7''NT2 "N 7"'NT2. You have to go
through N5'nN N2, it hurts, it's painful.” Just imagine having a bris — a
minor operation — in the times before you had all the sterile medical
equipment that we have to day. No anesthetic. A 12 cutting off his N9y
means a lot of pain, a lot of danger. That's part of being Jewish.

And you have to bring a |27, you have to be willing to give up
something. As they say in English, “no pain, no gain.” But what you get
is infinity. Every one of us has our own PN in X2 DYIY. And TNYY
NI29, all the D'PTY are going to stand there and NIN N2 wWITPN will
say you are all equidistant from the center.

One more thing. As we prepare for N1INN N2, we read 12TN2 NWAD.
On the posuk: TINITYW |2 MNON D'WIRD NINY NINI, the WATN says
look carefully, what's in his name? “VIN'TW |2 IX"IN, it is WUNR-1TW. Very
Jewish names. RIN N2 WITPN is right there in his name.

Also "ITWNIN |2 OR'NIOY" is "TW-NIN 9P-NNYYW. And we keep going.
You don't find ‘George’ there. | don't know what the equivalent name
of ‘George’ would be in Egyptian. They were in Egypt for 210 years —
but look at those names! They're all very Jewish names. You don't have
‘George’, you don't have "Alfred’, you don't have anything foreign there.

A name is how you identify yourself. It tells the world who you are. Do
you identify yourself as being Jewish? Or identify yourself as being a
127 If your name is George and the only time you go by D''N is when
you are called up to the N1IN 19D, that means only then is when you're
identified as Jewish. The rest of the time, you're identified as George.
That's who you are.

This Jewish identity is what enabled YN W' 992 to survive golus in
Egypt. They had an identity. They stayed with their identity. They didn’t
change DNWI D)IWY. A name is how you tell people who you are. And
if you tell people, “I'm George, my father's name is Frank”. It is very
different than telling people “I'm foI' |2 D''N." It's a very big difference
in identifying to others who you are.

Then there is another element that helped Kilal Yisroel survive golus:
DNI2N N9 DNINDWN YV IT9'N'. What does that mean 9y 179N
DNINBDWN?

The wNTN says people were skeptical of the claim made by the Torah
that the Jewish spouses were faithful to each other. They said, wait a
minute, they were under Egyptian control! Can you really believe that
no Jewish woman was N1tN with any Egyptian man? The answer is, NO.
Because Klal Yisroel knew that what separates us from the D"Ia more
than anything else is NIMV. There was only one case in 210 years, one
case in the 83 years of severe NIT2Y where there was a Jewish woman
who was N1TN with an Egyptian.

That purity of 98 W' 992 was maintained in the midst of a fundamentally
corrupt culture. It is a fact that Hashem Himself attested to. How do
you maintain yourself? You maintain yourself very simply — by knowing
exactly who you are. | am a representative of XIn 71N2 WITPN in this
world. That's who | am.

NRIP 11'3Y WITPNI I1ITaN NI

That awareness of who you are has to go to the root of your essence.
I'm not a lawyer, I'm not a doctor, I'm not a stockbroker, I'm not a
businessman, I'm not a tycoon, I'm nothing other than a Jew. | do
certain things on the side to make a living — it's not who | am.

That's what maintained S8 W' 990, And this is what's involved in N92p
nimn.



