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Toras

This coming Shabbos, we read Parshas Ha’azinu. It is an interesting 
parsha.

Moshe Rabbeinu is about to give very tough tochocho to Klal Yisroel, 
but he prefaces it with a very inspiring posuk:

)ב( יַעֲרֹף כַּמָּטָר לִקְחִי תִּזַּל כַּטַּל אִמְרָתִי כִּשְׂעִירִם עֲלֵי דֶשֶׁא וְכִרְבִיבִים עֲלֵי עֵשֶׂב:

The end of the Torah has a lot of brochos and klolos. One can get a very 
negative impression about all the gloom and doom that is predicted 
about our future. But Moshe starts off with saying Torah is like dew and 
rain. It is life-giving. Choosing Torah is choosing life itself.

)ג( כִּי שֵׁם ה' אֶקְרָא הָבוּ גֹדֶל לֵאלֹקֵינוּ:

The gemara in Brochos says we learn from this posuk that birkas HaTorah 
is de’Oraisoh. The Ramban counts it as a separate mitzvas asei – there 
is a chiyuv to recognize the gift of Torah and thank Hashem for it. Every 
time you receive a gift from Hashem, you need to recognize it and 
thank Him. Therefore, we thank Hashem every day for the amazing gift 
of Torah that Hashem gave us – as the way of earning eternal reward.

So despite all the disasters and tragedies foretold by the Torah, Klal 
Yisroel has to understand a basic idea: You can live a life which is like a 
living death, and you can live a true life. A life of Torah is the way to truly 
live life. Without Torah, it’s not really life.

Rav Saadia Gaon comments on the posuk in Koheles: “אֶת אֲנִי   וְשַׁבֵּחַ 
 What kind of phrase .”הַמֵּתִים שֶׁכְּבָר מֵתוּ מִן הַחַיִּים אֲשֶׁר הֵמָּה חַיִּים עֲדֶנָה
is this: “I praise the dead who already died?” Which dead people didn’t 
already die? He answers that there are plenty of dead people living on 
Earth who haven’t actually died yet. They are walking around, but are 
living dead. The only real life is a life of Torah.

Moshe Rabbeinu starts the song of Ha’azinu with the fundamental 
principle of Jewish belief: 

)ד( הַצּוּר תָּמִים פָּעֳלוֹ כִּי כָל דְּרָכָיו מִשְׁפָּט קֵ-ל אֱמוּנָה וְאֵין עָוֶל צַדִּיק וְיָשָׁר הוּא:

Rashi explains, even when Hashem brings strong punishments, Hashem 
delivers it without vengeance but with precision and with rachamim, 
which enables us to withstand it and rebuild afterwards.

אע"פ שהוא חזק, כשמביא פורענות על עוברי רצונו, לא בשטף הוא מביא, כי 
אם בדין, כי תמים פעלו: 

The Jews always faced tremendous, overwhelming tragedies throughout 
our history, and at multiple times, millions of Jews were massacred! 
But despite the enormous losses, Hashem always made sure the 
devastation wasn’t absolute. He always supplied enough rachamim 
within the destruction to give us a way to escape and rebuild. 

Hashem guarantees that ultimately He will reward the tzaddikim 
and punish the wicked. There may be long delays and we might not 
understand the cheshbon, but it is absolutely just and correct. 

Moshe tells Klal Yisroel that Hashem invested so much in you – He 
brought you out of Egypt, He took care of you in the desert, He built 
you up as a special, chosen nation. He continues to love us and wants 
to give us the inheritance of nations. We are different than all other 
nations. They have their rules of history, but those rules are suspended 
when it comes to Klal Yisroel.

Yet as a result of life being so good, we get complacent and spiritually 
lethargic. We kick back in rebellion against Hashem and then the 
calamities start to happen.

Historically we see that when Klal Yisroel gets too comfortable, we stop 

growing and connecting to Hashem – even while we look and act frum.

And when disaster comes and we have no way to save ourselves, we 
eventually turn back to Hashem to save us.

Let us examine the Sifri on this incredibly important posuk:

הצור. הצייר שהוא צר את העולם תחלה ויצר בו את האדם שנאמר )בראשית 
ב ז( וייצר ה' אלהים את האדם.

"Hatzayar" (the designer). He designed the world and fashioned the 
human being within it". 

Whatever you want to say about evolution – whether some animals 
came from other animals instead of coming from the Earth directly 
– it makes no difference to us. Our real machlokes with evolution is 
about the creation of the human being. We don’t budge from the belief 
that Hashem fashioned Odom hoRishon from the dirt of the Mokom 
haMizbeach on Har Habayis. The Rambam says this is a tradition that 
everyone agrees with. The dirt from which Odom hoRishon was created 
was from the place of the Akeidoh, where Noach built his mizbeach 
after the mabbul, and where Odom offered a korbon on the day he was 
created. That is how Odom has kapporoh – since he was made from the 
ground of the mizbeach which gives kapporoh.

So as far as the details of evolutionary process, we don’t care. And 
the theory is constantly changing anyway. But you can never think the 
human being is just a more advanced, more developed animal. He 
has a neshomo which cannot be contained by an animal body. Odom 
hoRishon has to be a completely different creation and not come from 
the animal world.

The Sifri continues: 

מעשיו  אחר  להרהר  ואין  העולם  באי  כל  עם  שלימה  פעולתו  פעלו.  תמים 
אפילו עילה של כלום ואין אחד מהם שיסתכל ויאמר אילו היו לי שלש עינים 
ואילו היו לי שלש ידים ואילו היו לי שלש רגלים ואילו הייתי מהלך על ראשי 
דבריו  כל  כי  לומר  תלמוד  לי  נאה  היה  כמה  לאחורי  הפוכות  פני  היו  ואילו 

משפט, יושב עם כל אחד ואחד בדין ונותן לו מה שהוא ראוי לו.

"Perfect is His work." People might think: Wouldn’t it be better If I had 
three eyes? If I had three hands? If I had three feet? How wonderful it 
would be to see behind me!

Don’t make this mistake. Hashem made the human body in the most 
perfect, complete way for us to function. 

Sixty years ago, there was a trend in biology to identify and remove 
certain organs that were considered “extra” or unnecessary because 
they were vestiges from previous stages of human evolution. They 
removed the spleen and the appendix without hesitation. But now 
they know that the spleen plays a very important function in the 
immune system and the appendix plays a very important function in 
the digestive system.

Every organ and limb was fashioned with intention and purpose by 
Hashem. Nothing was an accident. Only something designed by 
Hashem directly can become the carrier of a Divine neshomo. And 
since the Torah came before creation, Hashem wanted the human 
body to be the ideal vehicle to fulfill the Torah in the best possible way. 
This vehicle doesn’t change or evolve with time – just like the neshomo 
doesn’t evolve.

ק-ל אמונה. שהאמין בעולם ובראו.

Hashem believed in the world and created it, knowing it can fulfill the 
goals and plans He set for it – to fulfill the Torah. 

PARSHAS HAAZINU
תשפ"ו



אומר  הוא  וכן  צדיקים  אלא  רשעים  להיות  אדם  בני  נבראו  שלא  עול.  ואין 
)קהלת ז כט( לבד ראה זה מצאתי אשר עשה הא' את האדם ישר והמה בקשו 

חשבונות רבים. 

"Without injustice." He did not create men – whether their bodies or 
their souls – to become wicked reshoim. True, there is a yetzer horo 
which tests us, but we have the capacity to overcome it by going back 
to the way we were originally created. We were created by Hashem to 
be straight. But they tried to make all kinds of cheshbonos that pull us 
off-track. 

צדיק וישר הוא. מתנהג בישרות עם כל באי העולם. 

He deals justly with all of His creations. Hashem has an exact din 
and cheshbon with every person in the world. And He deals with us 
accordingly. Nothing happens to us without that din and cheshbon 
being taken into account by Hashem. Everything is handled by Hashem 
in a detailed, hands-on way.

העולם  באי  כל  עם  פעולתו שלימה  פעלו.  תמים  התקיף.  הצור.  אחר,  דבר 
ואין להרהר אחר מעשיו אפילו עילה של כלום ואין אחד מהם שיסתכל ויאמר 
מה ראו אנשי דור המבול להשטף במים ומה ראו אנשי מגדל שנתפזרו מסוף 

העולם ועד סופו ומה ראו אנשי סדום להשטף באש וגפרית

Don’t question Hashem’s justice. Don’t think: Did the generation of 
the mabbul really deserve to be wiped out entirely? Couldn’t they be 
redeemed somehow? And couldn’t the dor haflogoh be reformed? 
Why did they deserve such extreme dispersion? Was it really necessary 
to destroy an entire city of S’dom – men, women and children? 

We say yes – everything Hashem does is with an exact cheshbon and it 
is absolutely just and correct.

ומה ראה אהרן ליטול את הכהונה ומה ראה דוד ליטול את המלכות, ומה ראו 
קרח ועדתו שתבלעם הארץ תלמוד לומר כי כל דרכיו משפט 

Don’t question Hashem’s judgment about who Hashem favors. Aharon 
for the kehunoh and Dovid for malchus, etc. Don’t think it isn’t fair and 
it isn’t just. You may not understand the cheshbon, but it is absolutely 
justified.

This is an introduction to the rest of the Parsha.

Before Hashem tells us about the tochocho and all the pain and 
suffering Klal Yisroel will endure throughout the centuries, Hashem lays 
down the foundation – it is all just and correct. There is no injustice or 
unfair punishments that can be criticized. No matter how bad the golus 
gets – millions of Jews died and thousands of communities destroyed 
and uprooted. But it is all just. Just like all these tragedies in Chumash 
were just.

יושב עם כל אחד ואחד בדין ונותן לו מה שראוי לו. ק-ל אמונה, בעל הפקדון.

Hashem deliberates about the fate of each and every individual. He will 
get exactly what he deserves in the end. 

There is a fundamental problem with people who try to explain the 
creation of the universe, the origins of life, and history of the world 
through natural, random forces. Nothing happens by accident – from 
the form and design of the human being, to the events of world history 
and Jewish history. The best thing for a human being’s design is to have 
two eyes – it’s not just because other animals had two eyes and the 
human being developed naturally from them. And when anti-Semitism 
suddenly erupts over the entire world, it isn’t just because people are 
upset with the actions of the government of Israel in Gaza. Hashem 
planned it this way – it fits Hashem’s ultimate plans for Klal Yisroel.

This is how Parshas Ha’azinu begins.

It begins by giving us the right perspective on the Torah. Don’t think 
the Torah is all about punishments and tragedies and bad things. The 
truth is that the Torah is gentle like dew and life-giving like rain. The 
Torah is a beautiful thing and we have to thank Hashem for such an 
amazing gift.

Then it gives us the right perspective on the functioning of the world. 

Whether it is the physical world and the physical form of man – 
designed with precision with nothing extra or inefficient. Whether it is 
the neshomo or the Torah. 

Hashem is not the source of evil. Human beings with their poor choices 
introduce evil and injustice into the world. But Hashem Himself is 
perfectly just and fair in everything He does.

Later in the parsha we read about Hashem punishing us with a nation 
that is not a real people.

נָבָל  בְּגוֹי  בְּלאֹ עָם  אַקְנִיאֵם  וַאֲנִי  בְּהַבְלֵיהֶם  כִּעֲסוּנִי  אֵל  בְלאֹ  קִנְאוּנִי  )כא( הֵם 
אַכְעִיסֵם:

I often think this is referring to the Palestinians. They got the entire 
world to believe that Eretz Yisroel is really their ancestral homeland 
that they were living in from time immemorial. Anyone who knows the 
slightest thing about the history of Palestine before the State of Israel 
knows how ridiculous this lie is. It is a figment of the imagination that 
Hashem is using to punish us for abandoning Him.

)י( יִמְצָאֵהוּ בְּאֶרֶץ מִדְבָּר וּבְתֹהוּ יְלֵל יְשִׁמֹן יְסֹבְבֶנְהוּ יְבוֹנְנֵהוּ יִצְּרֶנְהוּ כְּאִישׁוֹן עֵינוֹ: 
)יא( כְּנֶשֶׁר יָעִיר קִנּוֹ עַל גּוֹזָלָיו יְרַחֵף יִפְרֹשׂ כְּנָפָיו יִקָּחֵהוּ יִשָּׂאֵהוּ עַל אֶבְרָתוֹ: )יג( 
וַיֵּנִקֵהוּ דְבַשׁ מִסֶּלַע וְשֶׁמֶן מֵחַלְמִישׁ  וַיּאֹכַל תְּנוּבֹת שָׂדָי  יַרְכִּבֵהוּ עַל בָּמֳתֵי אָרֶץ 

צוּר:

)טו( וַיִּשְׁמַן יְשֻׁרוּן וַיִּבְעָט שָׁמַנְתָּ עָבִיתָ כָּשִׂיתָ וַיִּטּשׁ אֱ' עָשָׂהוּ וַיְנַבֵּל צוּר יְשֻׁעָתוֹ: 
לאֹ  אֱלֹהִים  אֱ'  לאֹ  לַשֵּׁדִים  יִזְבְּחוּ  )יז(  יַכְעִיסֻהוּ:  בְּתוֹעֵבֹת  בְּזָרִים  יַקְנִאֻהוּ  )טז( 
יְדָעוּם חֲדָשִׁים מִקָּרֹב בָּאוּ לאֹ שְׂעָרוּם אֲבֹתֵיכֶם: )יח( צוּר יְלָדְךָ תֶּשִׁי וַתִּשְׁכַּח אֵ' 
וַיִּנְאָץ מִכַּעַס בָּנָיו וּבְנֹתָיו: )כ( וַיּאֹמֶר אַסְתִּירָה פָנַי מֵהֶם  וַיַּרְא ה'  מְחֹלְלֶךָ: )יט( 

אֶרְאֶה מָה אַחֲרִיתָם כִּי דוֹר תַּהְפֻּכֹת הֵמָּה בָּנִים לאֹ אֵמֻן בָּם:

The psukim describe horrible churbon. Why? Because Hashem gives 
and gives, and we just take it for granted.  The wealth of the Jewish 
community in general – including the orthodox community today – 
is probably the most wealthy that Jews have ever been in our entire 
history. Of course, Jews take credit for all this wealth – our education, or 
our intelligence, etc. But they are all gifts from Hashem and He expects 
us to do things for Hashem in return. Not just to indulge in luxuries and 
material comforts. But the human ego takes over and we don’t want to 
recognize that it doesn’t come from us and we owe it back.

Then disaster hits and after trying everything they can, Klal Yisroel 
finally realizes there is no choice but to turn to Hashem for salvation.

I heard about a statistic recently – not sure if it’s true – which says 
25% of secular Jews in Israel feel that they are closer to religion since 
October 7th. It is an incredible statistic.

In the end of the parsha it says:

)כח( כִּי גוֹי אֹבַד עֵצוֹת הֵמָּה וְאֵין בָּהֶם תְּבוּנָה: )כט( לוּ חָכְמוּ יַשְׂכִּילוּ זאֹת יָבִינוּ 
לְאַחֲרִיתָם: )ל( אֵיכָה יִרְדֹּף אֶחָד אֶלֶף וּשְׁנַיִם יָנִיסוּ רְבָבָה אִם לאֹ כִּי צוּרָם מְכָרָם 

וה' הִסְגִּירָם: )לא( כִּי לאֹ כְצוּרֵנוּ צוּרָם וְאֹיְבֵינוּ פְּלִילִים:

)לה( לִי נָקָם וְשִׁלֵּם לְעֵת תָּמוּט רַגְלָם כִּי קָרוֹב יוֹם אֵידָם וְחָשׁ עֲתִדֹת לָמוֹ: )לו( כִּי 
יָדִין ה' עַמּוֹ וְעַל עֲבָדָיו יִתְנֶחָם כִּי יִרְאֶה כִּי אָזְלַת יָד וְאֶפֶס עָצוּר וְעָזוּב: )לז( וְאָמַר 
אֵי אֱלֹהֵימוֹ צוּר חָסָיוּ בוֹ: )לח( אֲשֶׁר חֵלֶב זְבָחֵימוֹ יאֹכֵלוּ יִשְׁתּוּ יֵין נְסִיכָם יָקוּמוּ 
וְיַעְזְרֻכֶם יְהִי עֲלֵיכֶם סִתְרָה: )לט( רְאוּ עַתָּה כִּי אֲנִי אֲנִי הוּא וְאֵין אֱלֹהִים עִמָּדִי 

אֲנִי אָמִית וַאֲחַיֶּה מָחַצְתִּי וַאֲנִי אֶרְפָּא וְאֵין מִיָּדִי מַצִּיל:

We need to come back to our senses. We need to realize that our 
enemies only have power over us because of our spiritual failings, and 
we need to come back to Hashem to be saved. Nothing in the world 
that we worship can save us – not money, not technology, nothing.

It is a very rough, frightening parsha. But it is short. Study it with Rashi. 

History is not a bunch of random things happening by accident. We 
know now that the Israeli intelligence was absolutely blinded to Hamas’ 
plans. It wasn’t an accident. The unbelievable anti-Semitism that sprung 
up immediately after Hamas’ attack was not an accident. 

That is what this parsha is about – how to read history and how to read 
current events. Hashem is managing everything to the finest detail. The 
only thing we control is our bechiroh and our level of ruchniyus.


